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share rich cultural, social, historical and 
economic strides that have shaped society in 
the past and present. Thank you for your 
consideration in this designation. 

Sincerely, 
RAMON MANNING, 

Board Chairman, Emancipation, 
Park Conservancy. 

NATIONAL TRUST FOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION, 

March 29, 2019. 
Chairman RAUL GRIJALVA, 
Washington, DC. 
Ranking Member ROB BISHOP, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRIJALVA AND RANKING 
MEMBER BISHOP: We appreciate the oppor-
tunity to share our support for H.R. 434, the 
Emancipation National Historic Trail Act. 
The National Trust enthusiastically en-
dorses this legislation and looks forward to 
its enactment in this Congress. 

INTERESTS OF THE NATIONAL TRUST FOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

The National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion is a privately-funded charitable, edu-
cational, and nonprofit organization char-
tered by Congress in 1949 to ‘‘facilitate pub-
lic participation in historic preservation’’ 
and to further the purposes of federal his-
toric preservation laws. The intent of Con-
gress was for the National Trust ‘‘to mobi-
lize and coordinate public interest, partici-
pation, and resources in the preservation and 
interpretation of sites and buildings.’’ With 
headquarters in Washington, D.C., nine field 
offices, 27 historic sites, more than one mil-
lion members and supporters, and a national 
network of partners in states, territories, 
and the District of Columbia, the National 
Trust works to save America’s historic 
places and advocates for historic preserva-
tion as a fundamental value in programs and 
policies at all levels of government. 

H.R. 434, EMANCIPATION NATIONAL HISTORIC 
TRAIL ACT 

We appreciate Representative Sheila Jack-
son Lee’s leadership on this legislation to es-
tablish the Emancipation National Historic 
Trail in the state of Texas. The route would 
extend approximately 51 miles from the 
Osterman Building and Reedy Chapel in Gal-
veston along Texas State Highway 3 and 
Interstate Highway 45 North to Freedmen’s 
Town and Emancipation Park located in 
Houston. 

The designation of this historic trail-to be 
administered by the National Park Service- 
traces the 19th century migration route from 
Galveston to Houston of newly freed slaves 
and persons of African descent. On June 19, 
1865, General Gordon Granger arrived at Gal-
veston to announce the freedom of the last 
American slaves, which belatedly freed ap-
proximately 250,000 slaves nearly two and a 
half years after Abraham Lincoln’s Emanci-
pation Proclamation. Their migration to the 
community of Freedmen’s Town located in 
the Fourth Ward of Houston would be codi-
fied in this proposed historic trail designa-
tion and further allow the National Park 
Service to tell the stories of all Americans. 

National Historic Trails administered by 
the National Park Service provide an oppor-
tunity to recognize, commemorate, and in-
terpret travel routes of national historic sig-
nificance while sharing the significant his-
tories of our nation. We urge Congressional 
support of this legislation and look forward 
to enactment of H.R. 434. 

Sincerely, 
PAM BOWMAN, 

Director of Public Lands Policy. 

EMANCIPATION PARK CONSERVANCY, 
Houston, TX, April 2, 2019. 

Hon. DEB HAALAND, 
Chairwoman—House Subcommittee National 

Parks, Forest, and Public Lands, Natural 
Resources Committee, Washington, DC. 

Hon. DON YOUNG, 
Ranking Member—House Subcommittee Na-

tional Parks, Forest, and Public Lands, 
Natural Resources Committee, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR CHAIRWOMAN HAALAND AND RANKING 
MEMBER YOUNG: I write to express strong 
support for H.R. 434, the Emancipation Na-
tional Historic Trail Act, introduced by Con-
gresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee. Enactment 
of this bill will make possible an Emanci-
pation National Historic Trail, which will 
extend 51 miles from the historic Osterman 
Building and Reedy Chapel in Galveston, 
Texas, along Highway 3 and Interstate 45, 
north to Freedmen’s Town and Emanci-
pation Park in Houston, Texas. This trail 
follows the migration route taken by newly- 
freed slaves from the Galveston, Texas a 
major nineteenth century port to the vibrant 
settlement of Freedmen’s Town, which is 
today the Fourth Ward of Houston, in the 
18th Congressional District. 

The Emancipation National Historic Trail 
would be the first trail in the southwest 
United States that recognizes the role of Af-
rican Americans in the legacy of freedom in 
the United States. An Emancipation Historic 
Trail designation would bring national rec-
ognition to a period of history when our na-
tion took significant strides to make real 
the promise of our nation’s founding docu-
ments attesting to the rights of all to live 
free. 

Sparked by the desire to have a place to 
commemorate the anniversary of their 
emancipation, known as Juneteenth, former 
slaves and community members in the Third 
and Fourth Wards led by Reverend Jack 
Yates, Richard Allen, Richard Brock, and 
Reverend Elias Dibble united to raise $1,000 
in 1872 to purchase 10 acres of park land to 
host Juneteenth Celebrations. Emancipation 
Park is the most historic and culturally sig-
nificant park in the city of Houston and was 
formerly one of the only communal spaces 
for Blacks in Houston. Over the years, 
Emancipation Park’s immediate surrounding 
area experienced an economic boom, where 
many Black owned and frequented busi-
nesses, financial institutions and venues 
flourished in Houston’s Third Ward. Emanci-
pation Park is significant, not only as a rit-
ual of remembrance and celebration, but also 
as an early act of exercising the rights of 
property ownership, commerce and coopera-
tive economics amongst Blacks, which were 
formerly denied, known in our nation’s 
founding documents as ‘‘life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness’’. The Emancipation Na-
tional Historic Trail would serve as an in-
valuable opportunity to share rich cultural, 
social, historical and economic strides that 
have shaped society in the past and present. 
Thank you for your consideration in this 
designation. 

Sincerely, 
RAMON MANNING, 

Board Chairman—Emancipation 
Park Conservancy. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Guam (Mr. SAN 
NICOLAS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 434, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to amend the Na-
tional Trails System Act to provide for 
the study of the Emancipation Na-
tional Historic Trail, and for other pur-
poses.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 3877, BIPARTISAN BUDGET 
ACT OF 2019; PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 549, 
VENEZUELA TPS ACT OF 2019; 
AND WAIVING A REQUIREMENT 
OF CLAUSE 6(A) OF RULE XIII 
WITH RESPECT TO CONSIDER-
ATION OF CERTAIN RESOLU-
TIONS REPORTED FROM THE 
COMMITTEE ON RULES 

Mr. PERLMUTTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 116–183) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 519) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3877) to 
amend the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985, to es-
tablish a congressional budget for fis-
cal years 2020 and 2021, to temporarily 
suspend the debt limit, and for other 
purposes; providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 549) to designate Ven-
ezuela under section 244 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to permit 
nationals of Venezuela to be eligible 
for temporary protected status under 
such section, and for other purposes; 
and waiving a requirement of clause 
6(a) of rule XIII with respect to consid-
eration of certain resolutions reported 
from the Committee on Rules, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

YSLETA DEL SUR PUEBLO AND 
ALABAMA-COUSHATTA TRIBES 
OF TEXAS EQUAL AND FAIR OP-
PORTUNITY SETTLEMENT ACT 

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 759) to restore an opportunity 
for tribal economic development on 
terms that are equal and fair, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 759 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Ysleta del 
Sur Pueblo and Alabama-Coushatta Tribes of 
Texas Equal and Fair Opportunity Settle-
ment Act’’. 
SEC. 2. AMENDMENT. 

The Ysleta del Sur Pueblo and Alabama 
and Coushatta Indian Tribes of Texas Res-
toration Act (Public Law 100–89; 101 Stat. 
666) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 301. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

‘‘Nothing in this Act shall be construed to 
preclude or limit the applicability of the In-
dian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 2701 
et seq.).’’. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:16 Jul 25, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00115 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A24JY7.084 H24JYPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-09-12T15:58:39-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




